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Praise and Salutations 

All praise belongs solely to Allah Ta ala who enlightened the path of guidance and salvation 
for humanity by means of the Qur’an. May the choicest of salutations, peace and blessings be 
upon our Messenger Muhammad ( Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam) who was sent as an embodiment 
of the constitution of the Qur’an. 


Preserving the Qur’an: A Divine Promise 

Undoubtedly, the Glorious Qur’an is the most sublime gift of Allah Ta ala upon this ummah, 
the most magnificent miracle of Rasulullah ( Sallallahu alayhi wasallam ) and the strongest 
evidence of the truthfulness of Islam. Allah Taala Himself shouldered the responsibility to 
preserve every aspect of the Qur’an. Allah Ta ala emphatically declares, 

^ylaApJ kJ U \ 33^ ill GJjj b\ 

Verily We have revealed the reminder (Qur’an) and indeed, We are its preservers . 1 

The first group handpicked for this sacred mission was none other than the illustrious and 
noble Sahabah (Radiyallahu anhum) who preserved the Qur’an by memory and were 
responsible for gathering and compiling the Qur’an. Thus, if a person has to doubt them, then 
he is actually doubting the Qur’an and the entire Din. 


Revelation & Preservation of the Qur’an in the Era of Nubuwwah 

The speciality of the Qur’an is that it was revealed verbally upon Rasulullah ( Sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wasallam) over a lengthy period of twenty-three years whereas all other divine scriptures 
were revealed in the forms of books, slates or written scripts. 

When any portion of the Qur’an would be revealed, Rasulullah (Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam ) 
would call one of his scribes and dictate to him the words of the Qur’an. Thereafter, Rasulullah 


1 Surah al-Hijr: 9. 
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(Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam ) would command the scribe to read out what had just been dictated 
and correct any mistakes, if any. Only then would Rasulullah ( Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam) 
present the Qur’an to the Sahabah ( Radiyallahu ‘anhum) 2 . They would then memorise the 
revelation. In this manner, the Qur’an was preserved both by memory and in writing. 

The following Sahabah ( Radiyallahu anhum) were famous as the scribes of revelation: Abu 
Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, ‘All, Zaid ibn Thabit, Ubay ibn Ka‘b, Mu'awiyah, Khalid ibn al-Walld, 
Aban ibn SaTd, Thabit ibn Qais ( Radiyallahu anhum). 

Among them, Sayyiduna Zaid ibn Thabit ( Radiyallahu ‘anhu ) and Sayyiduna Muawiyah 
( Radiyallahu ’anhu) were the main two scribes. They would remain before Rasulullah 
(Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam) at all times in order to record wahl and whatever else Rasulullah 
(Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam) required of them. They had no work besides this (i.e. they had 
sacrificed even earning a livelihood in order to remain in the blessed company and to serve 
Rasulullah [ Sallallahu 'alayhi wasallam ]). 3 

What level of trust and confidence Rasulullah ( Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam) had on them to 
record the pure wahl that was revealed by Allah Ta'ala via Sayyiduna Jibrll Amin (‘ alayhis 
salaam) unto Al-Amln ( Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam) ! Yet, some people have the audacity to doubt 
the integrity of these esteemed personalities, especially Sayyiduna Muawiyah ( Radiyallahu 
‘anhu). 

They would write the verses on stones, hide, leaves, tree barks, bones, and pieces of paper, 
which would then be stored away. 

Furthermore, every year in the month of Ramadan, Rasulullah (Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam) 
would recite the revealed portion of the Qur’an to Sayyiduna Jibrll (‘alayhis salaam). The year 
wherein Rasulullah (Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam) passed away, he recited the Qur’an twice to 
Sayyiduna Jibrll (‘alayhis salaam). 


The Qur’an was Not Compiled in the Era of Nubuwwah 

By the time Rasulullah (Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam) left this temporary abode, the complete 
memorisation of the Qur’an coupled with writing of the Qur’an had been finished. However, 
the writings were in the possession of various Sahabah (Radiyallahu ‘anhum) and not written 
in one place nor kept together. The Qur’an had not been compiled in a single book during the 
era of Rasulullah (Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam) due to different reasons. 


Sahabah (Radiyallahu ’anhum) were Chosen for Compilation 

After the demise of Rasulullah (Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam), Allah Ta ala inspired the Rightly 
Guided Khulafa’ to accomplish this great task of compiling the Qur’an, honouring His true 
promise to protect this Glorious Book for this ummah. The beginning of this momentous task 
was at the hands of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr (Radiyallahu ‘anhu) through the suggestion and 
persuasion of Sayyiduna ‘Umar (Radiyallahu anhu ). 4 


2 This has been narrated by Sayyiduna Zaid ibn Thabit (Radiyallahu anhu). (Mandhil al-'Irfan, vol. 1 pg. 202.) 
3 Jawami'us Sirah pg. 27 
4 Al-Itqan, vol. 1 pg. 164. 
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Once Marwan ibn al-Hakam wanted to test Abu Hurayrah’s (Radiyallahu ‘anhu) power of 
memory. He sat with him in one room and behind a curtain he placed a scribe, unknown to Abu 
Hurayrah (Radiyallahu anhu), and ordered him to write down whatever Abu Hurayrah said. A 
year later, Marwan called Abu Hurayrah (Radiyallahu ‘anhu) again and asked him to recall the 
same ahadith which the scribe had recorded. It was found that he had forgotten not a single 
word. 


Gathering of the Qur’anic Texts in the Era of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr (Radiyallahu ’anhu) 

In 12 A.H., the Battle of Yamamah took place which held many Huffaz in its ranks. 70 of them 
were martyred in this brutal battle. Sayyiduna ‘Umar (Radiyallahu ‘anhu ) feared that if such 
battles continued and Huffaz continue being martyred, then portions of the Qur’an may get 
lost. Therefore, he advised Sayyiduna Abu Bakr (Radiyallahu ’anhu) to compile a copy of the 
Qur’an. Initially, Sayyiduna Abu Bakr (Radiyallahu ‘anhu) blankly refused saying, 


j <aAs* 4JUI 4A1 I (J *—4-^ 

“How can you do something that Rasulullah (Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam) did not do?” 


Subhanallah! What level of obedience and commitment to the ways of Rasulullah (Sallallahu 
‘alayhi wasallam )! 


Sayyiduna ‘Umar (Radiyallahu ‘anhu) continued to explain the benefits of compiling the Qur’an 
to Sayyiduna Abu Bakr (Radiyallahu ‘anhu) until he also felt the need for it. He thus called for 
Sayyiduna Zaid ibn Thabit (Radiyallahu ‘anhu) as he had memorised the entire Qur’an during 
the lifetime of Rasulullah (Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam) and was the main scribe of revelation. 
More significantly, he was present at the time of the final revision of the Qur’an that 
Rasulullah (Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam ) had done withjibrll (‘alayhis salaam) in Ramadan 10 A.H. 


Sayyiduna Abu Bakr (Radiyallahu ‘anhu) then explained to Sayyiduna Zaid ibn Thabit 
(Radiyallahu ‘anhu) what had transpired between him and Sayyiduna ‘Umar (Radiyallahu 
‘anhu). Sayyiduna Zaid ibn Thabit (Radiyallahu ‘anhu) also initially refused by saying, “How can 
you do something that Rasulullah (Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam) did not do?” He also mentioned, 


^ g A° 0^ 0 i s s'' ' ' 0 0 ^ ^ 

Ijy >1 \^j> Q2jl jli> U JUi-l y* Q~>- Q jaIS jJ 4)1 ji 

“By Allah! If they had asked me to move a mountain, it would have not been more difficult for 
me than the task of compiling the Quran that he had placed upon me.” 

Sayyiduna Abu Bakr (Radiyallahu ‘anhu) continued to explain its benefits to Sayyiduna Zaid 
ibn Thabit (Radiyallahu ‘anhu) until he also understood the need. 


Despite being a Hafiz of the Qur’an and a scribe of revelation, Sayyiduna Zaid ibn 
Thabit (Radiyallahu ‘anhu) did not individually take up this mammoth task. He gathered the 
Qur’an with the help of the Sahabah (Radiyallahu ‘anhum) relying on two resources, what the 
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hearts of the Huffaz retained and what was written during the lifetime of Rasulullah 
(Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam). 

He was extremely rigorous in authenticating such, till he was convinced without a shred of 
doubt that it had been written in front of Rasulullah ( Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam) together with 
it being from the final recitation of the Messenger ( Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam ) and none of the 
recital of such had been abrogated. He would therefore not accept any portion without the 
testimony of two just men providing proof that it had been written in the presence of 
Rasulullah ( Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam). 5 

The Sahabah ( Radiyallahu anhum) were all in favour of and assisted in this compilation of 
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr ( Radiyallahu ‘anhu). In fact, Sayyiduna 'All ( Radiyallahu ‘anhu) states, 


“The one to receive the most reward in the compilation will be Sayyiduna Abu 
Bakr (Radiyallahu anhu). May Allah Ta‘ala have mercy on Sayyiduna Abu Bakr (Radiyallahu 
‘anhu), he was the first to gather the Book of Allah. ” 6 


This is the manner in which Sayyiduna ‘All ( Radiyallahu ‘anhu) appreciated the service that 
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr (Radiyallahu ‘anhu) rendered to the ummah regarding the compilation of 
the Qur’an. On the other hand, there are people who claim to love Sayyiduna ‘All ( Radiyallahu 
‘anhu), yet hurl the worst types of abuse on Sayyiduna Abu Bakr (Radiyallahu ‘anhu)! 

This copy was first in the care of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr (Radiyallahu anhu). After his demise, it 
went into the care of Sayyiduna ‘Umar (Radiyallahu ‘anhu). After his passing, it went into the 
care of Sayyidah Hafsah bint ‘Umar (Radiyallahu anhuma). 7 This was used as an original by 
Sayyiduna Zaid ibn Thabit (Radiyallahu ‘anhu) in writing the other copies during the second 
compilation in the era of Sayyiduna ‘Uthman (Radiyallahu anhu). 8 


Writing of the Qur’an in the Era of Sayyiduna ‘Uthman (Radiyallahu ’anhu) 

By this time, Islam had already spread far and wide. As the Muslim armies conquered new 
lands, more and more people entered the fold of Islam. The Huffaz in these armies would 
teach the new Muslims the Qur’an. However, since the Qur’an has been revealed in different 
qira’at, the Sahabah (Radiyallahu ‘anhum) taught the people according to the qira’at they 
knew. The result was that different qira’at were used in different areas. 

When Muslims from one area heard the recitation of those from another area, having no 
knowledge of the Qur’an being revealed in different qira’at, they started quarrelling as to 
whose Qur’an was correct and whose was not. 

In the Battles of Azerbaijan and Armenia in 25 A.H., Sayyiduna Hudayfah ibn al-Yaman 
(Radiyallahu anhu) took note of the growing difference amongst the masses in their modes of 
recitation, together with their disputes and disparagement. He carried his observations and 
concerns to Sayyiduna ‘Uthman (Radiyallahu anhu) and pleaded to him to intervene. 


5 Their intent was that nothing should be written except from that which was written in the presence of 
Rasulullah (Sallallahu alayhi wasallam) and not just from memory. 

6 Al-Itqan, vol. 1, pg. 165; Mabahith Vlum al-Quran , pg. 128; Tankh al-Mushaf * pg. 50. 

7 Most of the details of this compilation appear in Sahih al-Bukhari #4986. 

8 Tankh al-Mushaf, pg. 50. 
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Sayyiduna ‘Uthman ( Radiyallahu anhu) realised that if the evil side of this division is not 
quelled with tact, it will lead to a disastrous end. He pondered over the solution and gathered 
the well versed and great Sahabah ( Radiyallahu ‘anhum). They looked into this issue and 
agreed that the best way forward would be to prepare copies of the Qur’an based on the 
principle copy of Sayyiduna Zaid ibn Thabit ( Radiyallahu ‘anhu) which had been gathered 
during the era of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr ( Radiyallahu ‘anhu) and send these copies to the 
different cities. These copies will serve as a concrete answer to their differences and a resolve 
to their disputes, since they will be written in a manner that will incorporate and include the 
various qira’at. 

Sayyiduna ‘Uthman ( Radiyallahu ‘anhu) deputed Sayyiduna Zaid ibn Thabit ( Radiyallahu 
‘anhu) and three other Sahabah; ‘Abdullah ibn Zubayr, SaTd ibn al-‘As, and ‘Abdur Rahman ibn 
Harith ibn Hisham ( Radiyallahu anhum) to compile the Qur’an such that no quarrel would 
remain. 

This time he wrote the Qur’an in one book and gave sequence to the Surahs as well. Thus, the 
first ever complete and sequenced Qur’an was compiled under the auspices of Sayyiduna 
‘Uthman ( Radiyallahu ‘anhu) and with the approval of the Sahabah ( Radiyallahu anhum). What 
a great service for the ummah indeed! 

When they completed the copying of the Qur’an in the above-mentioned manner, Sayyiduna 
‘Uthman ( Radiyallahu anhu) sent the copies to the different cities of the Muslim empire 
including Makkah, Sham, Basrah, and Kufah. 9 


Consensus of the Sahabah (Radiyallahu 'anhum) 

Sayyiduna ‘All ( Radiyallahu ‘anhu) says: “Do not speak with regards to Sayyiduna ‘Uthman 
(Radiyallahu anhu) except that which is good. His act of copying the manuscripts was through 
our consensus. He said to us, ‘I hear men speaking of these modes of recitation, citing theirs 
as better than others? This statement can lead one to disbelief!’ We asked him, ‘What solution 
do you devise?’ He said, ‘Gather the people on one manuscript thereby quelling the 
disagreements and differences.’ We applauded his opinion.” 10 


Dependence on the Sahabah (Radiyallahu anhum) 

From what has been mentioned, we come to understand that the Qur’an went through three 
stages. Firstly, writing of it in the era of Rasulullah (Sallalldhu ‘alayhi wasallam). Secondly, its 
gathering in the era of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr ( Radiyallahu anhu). And thirdly, being copied in 
the era of Sayyiduna ‘Uthman ( Radiyallahu ‘anhu). 

However, in all of these stages, it was the Sahabah ( Radiyallahu ‘anhum) that had greatly 
contributed to the compilation of the Qur’an. Thus we are entirely indebted to them for the 
Qur’an that we have in our hands today and for the other various details of Din that they had 
passed on to the ummah. 


9 Some details of this compilation appear in Sahih al-Bukhan #4987. 

10 Al-Itqan, vol. 1 pg. 179; Tarikh al-Mushaf, pg. 69. 
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The great scholar, ‘Allamah Dhahabi (Rahimahullahu) so beautifully and eloquently explains 
this in the following words: 



“If it was not for the Sahabah (Radiyallahu anhum), no principle issue nor secondary aspect of 
Dm would have reached us and we would have not known any obligatory or sunnah practice. 
Similarly, we would have not known any hadith or tradition... 

For they were the best mediums and links for the reports and traditions. Finding fault in the 
medium is tantamount to finding a fault in the original and discrediting the reporter 
automatically discredits the report. ” u 

This could be easily understood from a simple example. If someone wishes to demolish the 
entire ground floor of a sky scraper and leave the rest of the building standing as is. Is this 
possible? It’s obvious that once the ground floor is demolished, the entire building will come 
down crumbling. This is exactly the situation with our Din. The entire structure of Din rests 
on the Sahabah (Radiyallahu anhum ) as it was they who had compiled the Qur’an and passed 
on the ahadlth to us. Once we doubt them, our entire Din is weakened and discredited. 

Hence, we need to have the highest regard and respect for the Sahabah (Radiyallahu 
‘anhum ) for all that they have done for us and have a very deep appreciation for the services 
that they had rendered in preserving and passing on Din. 



Therefore, woe to those who dislike or curse them, or dislike or curse any of them, especially the 
master after the Messenger, the best and most righteous among them, the Siddiq (the great 
truthful one) and the grand Khalifah, Abu Bakr bin AbT Quhafah, may Allah be pleased with 
him. The betraying group, the Rafidah (a sect of Shiites), are the enemies of the best 
Companions, they hate and curse them, we seek refuge with Allah from such evil. This indicates 
that the minds of these people are twisted and their hearts turned upside down, for where are 
they in relation to believing in the Qur'an They curse those whom Allah stated He is pleased 
with! As for the followers of the Sunnah, they are pleased with those whom Allah is pleased with, 
curse whomever Allah and His Messenger curse, and give their loyalty to Allah's friends and 
show enmity to the enemies of Allah. They are followers not innovators, imitating the Sunnah 
they do not initiate it on their own. They are indeed the party of Allah, the successful, and 
Allah's faithful servants. 



11 Kitab al-Kaba’ir, pg. 237. 
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